Alternatives exist to meet the needs of these children—
options that work better and cost less. As the Surgeon General’s
Report on Mental Health reported in 1999, “the most
convincing evidence of effectiveness is for home-based services
and therapeutic foster care.” A comprehensive system of care
would dramarically reduce the number of children in these

residential facilities because children could be sexrved in their own

communities, at a significandy reduced cosc.

Today, we call on the General Accounting Office to conduct a
study into the issuc of children housed in unregulated residential

treatment programs, so that the full extent of the problems in
these facilities can be understood. We also urge Congress w0
enace legislation w increase protections for children in these
residential treatment facilities in the United States and abroad
and to improve acoess to essential community and school-based

mental health services.

Specifically, we urge lawmakers to enact the following
bipartisan, commonsense proposals that would effectuate the
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and that would increase protections in mdentml ueatment
programs:
* The End Instimcionalized Abuse Against Children Act
(H.R. 1738)
* The Keeping Familics Together Act (H.R. 823 / S. 380)

Too lirde information is known about the extent of the
problems and abuses, and yer what is known is the cause of great
concem. As children’s mental health professionals and leaders,
we believe that at best, these programs do not meet the needs of
most children with serious emotional or mental health disorders
and, at werse, they subject children to abuse. We believe that
parents unknowingly pur their children in harms’ way when they
send their children to these programs, expecting good treaument
and education. The undersigned organizations and individuals
look forward 1o working with Members of Congress to enact
these reforms.
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